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Amendment to the Claims 

Please add and amend the claims as indicated below: 



ember; 




1 .(Currently amended): A therapeutic element comprising: 
an elongate solid member; 
radioactive seed elements; 

said radioactive seed elements dispersed within said elongate soli 
wherein said elongate solid member is axiallv rigid and radially flexi 



2.(Currently amended): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 1 wherein said elongate solid 
member is axially rigid and r adially flexible , has a diameter substantially similar to the diameter of the 
radioactive seed elements. 




3. (Original): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 1 wherein said elongate solid member is 
sufficiently axially rigid to prevent jammmdor collapsing while being pushed out of a needle. 

4. (Original): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 1 wherein said elongate solid member has 
sufficient radial flexibility to maintain lp^kion^ccuracy relative to a tumor target as said tumor target shrinks 
in size. 

5. (Original): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 1 wherein the thickness of said elongate solid 
member around said ra4ioactive seeds is sufficient to decrease normal tissue necrosis from a high local dose 
of radiation. 



6.(( 



£nal): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 1 wherein said elongate solicfSfiember is 

Co 

longitudinally flexible. £s» ^ 

5 ^ o 

I 
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7. (0riginal): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 1 wherein said elongate solid meipber is 
impregnated with a hormone. 

8. (Original): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 1 wherein said elongafe solid member is 
impregnated with a drug. 

9. (Original): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 1 whereiasaid radioactive seed elements are 
positioned at various intervals along the length of said elongate soHd member. 

1 0. (Original): The therapeutic element set forth in cjmm 1 wherein said radioactive seed elements 
contain a hormone. 



1 1 .(Original): The therapeutic eler 
contain a drug. 



: $A forth in claim 1 wherein said radioactive seed elements 



1 2.(Original): The therapeuti^lei^nt sptforth in claim 1 wherein said radioactive seeds contain a 
impound or element that emits photonic radiation having a low energy and a short half-life. 



1 3 .(Original): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 1 wherein said radioactive seeds contain an 
isotope consisting of the §pup iodine 125, palladium 103, iridium 192, cesium 131, gold 198 yttrium 90 and 
phosphorus 32. 



14. (Original): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 1 wherein said elongate member is 
composed of a/oio-absorbable material. 



15AOriginal): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 1 wherein said elongate member is 
composed of a bio-absorbable material absorbed by living tissue within about 70 to 120 days. 
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1 6. (Previously Amended): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 1 wherein said elongate member 
is composed of a bio-absorbable material is selected from the group consisting of polymers and corjpfymers 
of glycolide, lactide and polydiaxanone. 

1 7. (Original): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 1 wherein said elongate solid member is 
echogenic. 

18. (Original): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 1 whereiiy£aid elongate solid member has 
air bubbles. 

19. (Original): The therapeutic element set forth in claji^i 1 wherein said elongate solid member is 
laterally flexible. 




20. (Currently Amended): A therapeutic element comprising: 
an elongate, axially rigid arfidjra^ally flexible member; 
radioactive seed elements: 

said radioactive seed elejn^ntgxfispersed within said elongate member; and 
said elongated memb^riaving diameter substantially similar to the diameter of the radioactive 

seed element. 




2 1 .(Original): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 20 wherein said axially rigid and radially 
flexible member is contiguous. 



22. (Currently Amended): A therapeutic element comprising: 
elongate axially rigid and radially flexible member; 
radioactive seed elements; 
hormone impregnated seed elements; 

said radioactive seed elements and said hormone impregnated seed elements dispersed within 
said elongate axially rigid and radially flexible member, wherein said elongated member has a diameter 
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substantially similar to the diameter of said radioactive seed elements andjiave more impregnated seedy 
elements. 

23. (Original): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 22 wherein said axially rijpdlmd radially 
flexible member is continuous. 

24. (Original): A therapeutic element comprising: 

an elongate axially rigid and radially flexible member; 
radioactive seed elements; 
drug impregnated seed elements; 

said radioactive seed elements and said drug impi'egnated seed elements dispersed within said 
elongate axially rigid and radially flexible member. 

25. (Original): The therapeutic elemefi^set^Srth in claim 24 wherein said axially rigid and radially 
flexible member is continuous. 



26.-27.(Canceled) 




28. (Original): A therapeutic element comprising: 
an elongate rixially rigid member; 

said eloi^ate axially rigid member not having sufficient rigidity to be driven into a tumor 
without deflection; 

radioactive seed elements; 
id radioactive seed elements dispersed within said elongate solid member. 



29/48.(Canceled) 



49. (Previously Amended): The therapeutic element of claim 1 wherein said member has a durometer 
in tHe range of about 20 to about 80. 
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50. (Previously Amended): The therapeutic element of claim 1 wherein said membeph^sa durometer 
in the range of about 20 to about 40. 

51. (Previously Amended): The therapeutic elementpf^claim 20 wherein said member has a 
durometer in the range of about 20 to about 80. ly/f 

5 2. (Previously Amended): The tjidrapeutic efefnent of claim 20 wherein said member has a 
durometer in the range of about 20 tp"6bout 40. 

53. (Previously Ajrfended): The therapeutic element of claim 28 wherein said member has a 
durometer in the rapge of about 20 to about 80. 

^(Previously Amended): The therapeutic element of claim 28 wherein said member has a 
durometer in the range of about 20 to about 40. 



55.- 64.(Canceled) 




6 5. (Original): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 1 wherein said eloi^ztfeeHnember is 
composed of a bio-absorbable material which is absorbed when the half-life oftjo©i*£cfioactive seed elements 
is reached. 



66. (Original): The therapeutic elemen^s^f forth in claim 20 wherein said elongated member is 
composed of a bio-absorbable materialjhafis aljsorbepkwhen the half-life of the radioactive seed elements 
is reached. 



67. (Original): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 28 wherein said elongated member is 
composed of#bio-absorbable material that is absorbed when the half-life of the radioactive seed elements 
is reached. 
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68. (Original): The therapeutic element of claim 1 wherein said therapeutic^ 
sterilizable. 



lent is steam 



69. (Original): The therapeutic element j 
sterilizable. 



Jaip>£tf wherein said therapeutic element is steam 



70. (Original): The therapemic element of claim 22 wherein said therapeutic element is steam 
sterilizable. 



71. (Oja£mal): The therapeutic element of claim 24 wherein said therapeutic element is steam 
sterilizal; 

72. (Canceled) 

73. (Original): The therapeutic element of claim 1 wherein the radioactive-Seed element is bio- 
absorbable. 



74. (Original): The therapeutic element of cJaimzO wherein the radioactive seed element is bio- 
5sorbable. 




7 5. (Original): The th^peutic element of claim 1 wherein the radioactive seed element also contains 
a drug and wherein thp^eed element is bio-absorbable. 

(^Original): The therapeutic element of claim 20 wherein the radioactive seed element also contains 
a drtfg and wherein the seed element is bio-absorbable. 



77.-91. (Cancelled) 

92. (New): The therapeutic eleme: 
diameter. 




wherein the elongated solid member has a constant 
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93. (New): A therapeutic element comprising: 

a polymeric material; 

a plurality of radioactive seed elements; wherein 

said polymeric material forms an elongated member by encapsulating and connecting said 
plurality of radioactive seed elements end-to-end; and 

said elongated member having a diameter substantialj/similar to that of the radioactive seed 

elements. 

94. (New): The therapeutic element of claim 93/<vherein the polymeric material is a polymer. 



95. (New): The therapeutic element of claim 93 wherein the polymeric material is a co-polymer. 

96. (New): The therapeutic elem^u of claim 93 wherein the polymeric material is a natural bio- 
compatible material. 

97. (New): The therapeutic element of claim 93 wherein the polymeric material is a synthetic bio- 
compatible material. 




98.(New): Tlje therapeutic element of claim 93 wherein the polymeric material is a natural bio- 
absorbable materia 



99.(New): The therapeutic element of claim 93 wherein the polymeric material is a synthetic bio- 
absorbablei material. 



100. (New): The therapeutic element of claim 93 wherein the elongated member has alternating 
segments of polymeric material and seed elements. 



101. (New): The therapeutic 
radially flexible. 




of claim 93 wherein the elongated member is axially rigid and 
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1 02. (New): The therapeutic element of claim 93 wherein the elongated member has a substanjially 
constant diameter. / 

103. (New): The therapeutic element of claim 93 wherein the elongated member has a diameter 
substantially similar to the diameter of the radioactive seed elements. / 

104. (New): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 93 wWein said elongate member is 
sufficiently rigid axially to prevent jamming or collapsing while being pushed out of a needle. 

105. (New): The therapeutic element set forth in claim#3 wherein said elongate solid member has 
sufficient radial flexibility to maintain locational accuracy rekmve to a tumor target as said tumor target shrinks 
jn size. / 

106. (New) : The therapeutic element set forth in claim 93 wherein the thickness of said elongate solid 
member around said radioactive seeds is sufficient to decrease normal tissue necrosis from a high local dose 
of radiation. / 

107 (New): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 93 wherein said elongate solid member is 
longitudinally flexible. / 

108. (New): The'therapeutic element set forth in claim 93 wherein said polymeric material is 



109. (New): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 93 wherein said polymeric material is 
impregnated ,with a drug. 

A 10.(New): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 93 wherein said radioactive seed elements 
are positioned at various intervals along the length of said elongate solid member. 




ipregnated with a hdrmone 
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1 1 1 .(New): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 93 wherein said radioactive seed demerits 
are impregnated with a hormone. / 

1 12. (New): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 93 wherein said radioactiye seed elements 
are impregnated with a drug. / 

1 1 3. (New): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 93 wherein sajd'radioactive seeds contain a 
compound or element that emits photonic radiation having a low energyand a short half-life. 

1 1 4. (New): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 93 Wnerein said radioactive seeds contain an 
isotope consisting of the group iodine 125, palladium 1 03, iridi*fm 1 92, cesium 131, gold 1 98 yttrium 90 and 
phosphorus 32. / 

1 1 5. (New): The therapeutic element set forth™ claim 93 wherein said polymeric material is absorbed 
by living tissue within about 70 to 120 days after implant. 

1 1 6 . (N e w) : The therapeutic element set forth in claim 93 wherein said polymeric material is absorbed 
by living tissue at substantially the same time as the half-life of the radioactive seed elements are reached. 

1 1 7. (New): The therapeuti/ element set forth in claim 93 wherein said polymeric material is selected 
from the group consisting of pcrfymers and copolymers of glycolide, lactide and polydiaxanone. 



— ■ — tt"8.(New): The therapeutic element set forth in claim 93 wherein said elongate solid member is 
echogenic. / 

1 1 9.(Ne\# The therapeutic element set forth in claim 93 wherein said elongate solid member has 
air bubbles distafensed within. 





T(New): The therapeutic element of claim 93 wherein said elongate member has a durometer in 



the range of about 20 to about 40. 
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J^2'(New): The therapeutic eler 
the range of about 20 to about §f 

p3 .(New): The therapeutic element of claim 9% Whereinj 
manufacture of the therapeutic element. 

3 

j^f.(New). The therapeutic element of claim 93 wherein said polymeric material forms said 
elongated member ti)Krfigh compression molding techniques. 



t of claim 93 wherein said elongate member has a durometer in 



55lymeric material is moldable during 
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